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The density-density correlation function of an infinite cluster (IC) in percolation theory is
calculated. The probability of finding two particles of an IC at a distance x that is small in
comparison with the correlation length is of orderx -c, wherel= ( d - 2 + 77)/2, d being the
dimensionality of space (2<d<6). It is shown that the density fluctuations of an IC are described
by the longitudinal spin fluctuations in the Potts model with number of states q- 1, whereas the
density fluctuations of clusters of finite size are described by the transverse spin fluctuations.
1 INTRODUCTION

Percolation theory is used widely for the description of
polymer systems,' order-disorder transitions,' and other
macroscopically disordered systems. Below the percolationtransition point in such systems there are only finite connected clusters, with a size of the order of the correlation
length 6. At the transition point 6 becomes infinite and an
infinite cluster (IC) appears.
The topological structure of an IC was described in Ref.
3. The aim of the present article is to study the spatial characteristics of an IC over scales that are small in comparison
with 6 and describable by correlation functions of the IC.
Over larger
- scales the fluctuations are small; the correlation
functions for this case were calculated in Ref. 4. Over distances x 5 { the critical fluctuations of the particle density
become strong. It is this region which is of fundamental interest in the study of the spatial characteristics of an IC. For
example, the two-point correlation function GI, ( x ) - x - c
for x 4 6 determines important characteristics of the IC like
the probability of finding two of its particles at a given distance x from each other. The higher correlation functions
have an analogous meaning. In the self-consistent field approximation the critical index satisfies 5 = d - 4 for d > 4
and 6 = 0 for d < 4, where d is the dimensionality of space.4
In this article we shall show that in the fluctuation region the
index is not independent but is expressed in terms of other
critical indices of percolation theory.
To calculate the correlation functions of an IC we shall
make use of the correspondence between the percolation
problem and the Potts model with q states for q- 1. In the
ordered phase the symmetry P, of this model is spontaneously broken and the order parameter is nonzero. In Sec. 2
we shall show that the transverse correlation function of the
order parameter coincides with the density correlation function G, of finite (F) clusters, while the longitudinal correlation function coincides with the density correlation function
GI, of an infinite cluster. The calculation of the function GI,
performed in Sec. 3 of the article uses the self-consistent field
approximation and the skeleton diagram technique in the
framework of a field representation of the Potts model. In
the Conclusion we discuss the region of applicability of the
results obtained.
2. QUASI-AVERAGESIN PERCOLATION THEORY

We shall consider the problem of random percolation
on a d-dimensional lattice. We shall denote by x the coordinates of the sites of such a lattice, and by p the probability of
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formation of a bond between two neighboring sites in the
lattice. Such a bond is absent with probability 1 - p . The
microscopic density of sites of a connected (C) percolation
cluster is equal to
P c ( x ) = Z 6(x,x1),
where S is the Kronecker symbol and the summation is performed over the coordinates x' of all the sites of the connected cluster. We define the two-point correlation function by
the expression

G (XIXZ)
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Z
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(xi)PC (x2))
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+
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( ~ 2 ) ) GIc (~1x2) G F ( x ~ x ~ ) ,

where the averaging is performed over all possible configurations of bonds and the function G, is called the connectedness function of the finite clusters. To calculate the correlation function GI, of interest, i.e., the correlation function of
the density of sites of the IC, we make use of the correspondence between the percolation problem and the Potts model
with q state^,^ the Hamiltonian of which in the spin formulation has the form

where the first sum is taken over nearest neighbors and the
spin S ( x ) at site x is equal to one of the q vectors e'"' directed
from the center to the vertices of a (q - 1)-dimensional tetrahedron:

a- i

a-i

The percolation problem corresponds to the limit q- 1 of the
Potts model (2), and in this limit p = 1 - exp( - k /T),
where T is the temperature.
For h = 0 the Kamiltonian (2) is symmetric under a
discrete group of rotations of the spin S. For p > p , , which
corresponds to the low-temperature ( T < T,) phase of the
spin model ( 2 ) , this symmetry is spontaneously broken and
the ground state is q-fold degenerate. To describe a system
with degeneracy of the ground state we make use of the
method of quasi-averages.6 It can be shown that the quasiaverage of the spin S for q -+ 1 determines the density of sites
of the IC:
< S, (x)> (") = lim <S,(x)),(Q) = (p,, (x))eLu).
h-0, h>0
(4)
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The two-point correlation function ( 1) can be expressed in
terms of the spin correlator:

G ( ~ 1 x 2=) lim
Following Ref. 7 , we give for completeness a brief derivation of the relation (5). We represent the spin correlation
function in the form

where Z is the partition function. The expression under the
trace can be represented in the form of a sum of terms, with
each of which we can identify a corresponding configuration
of bonds in the percolation problem. Calculating the trace in
each of these configurations, we find the relation ( 5 ) .
In the ordered phase the thermodynamic limit and the
limit h+O cannot be interchanged. To take account of the
contribution of the IC to ( 5 ) we must set h = 0 directly in
the Hamiltonian ( 2 ) . The spin correlator for p > p c and
h = 0 is equal to the sum of the quasi-averages in each of the
ground states:
a

When fluctuations of the field pa are neglected the
magnitude of the field is found by minimizing the Lagrangian ( 9 ) . For q = 1 we obtain

solution of the equation for p
> 0 exists only for p > p c
. Calculating the correlation function
( 8 ) in this self-consistent field approximation, we find for
the Fourier components of the transverse and longitudinal
spin correlation functions ( 8 ) the expressions
A

nontrivial

= (pic ) = 1 - (p,)
= 1 - exp( - l/z)

The correlators ( 1 2 ) determine the probabilities that two
points x and x' are linked together to a continuum path passing through a finite and an infinite cluster, respectively:

0-1

Since in the ground state of type o the spin S ( 4 ) has a definite direction e'") we must distinguish the fluctuations of its
modulus and of its direction. Therefore, the spin correlation
function has the form
(Sa(xl)Sg( x z )) ( o ) = ( S a( X I ) ) ( a ) ( S B ( x)(a)
z)
GIc ( X I & ) ea(")eg(0)+
GF ( x l x Z1) 3 ~ ~ .

+

(8)

Here the functions GI, and GF describe, respectively, the
longitudinal and transverse fluctuations of the spin S . Substituting ( 8 ) and (4) into ( 7 ) and ( 5 ) and comparing with
( 1 ), we find that in the limit q 1 the functions GI, and G,
in ( 8 ) are equal to the density-density correlation function
of the IC and to the connectedness function of finite clusters,
respectively.

-

3. CORRELATION FUNCTIONSOF AN INFINITE CLUSTER

Equation ( 1 3 ) shows that in the self-consistent field approximation an IC can be regarded as an aggregate of clusters of
finite size. The local structure of an IC near each of the
points x and x' is the same as that in these finite clusters, and
is described by the corresponding factors P, in ( 1 3 ) . The
summation over the common coordinate x" of these clusters
takes account of the fact that in reality these clusters are
parts of one IC.
Neglect of the fluctuations of the field pa is valid for
z) 1, not too close to the transition point. To study the spatial characteristics of the IC in the fluctuation region we
expand the Lagrangian (9) in powers of the field pa:

To calculate the spin correlation function ( 8 ) we make
use of the field representation of the Potts model.8 For this,
by means of a Hubbard-Stratonovich transformation of the
term quadratic in S in the Hamiltonian ( 2 ) , we introduce
the field pa ( x ) = (Sa ( x ) ) , after which we calculate the
trace over {a)in ( 6 ) . The Lagrangian of the field pa takes
the form

Here 8 = kzT, z is the number of nearest neighbors, and the
function A ( x - x') is equal to l/z if x and x' are nearest
neighbors, and equal to zero otherwise. The spin correlation
function ( 5 ) can be expressed in terms of correlators of the
field p a .

-h-' (x-x')
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(10)

Here a is the lattice constant and parameters r and A depend
on the lattice type.
Forp <pc, over distances small in comparison with the
correlation length l z a Irl-", with r = p c -p, the correlation functions of the field pa have the asymptotic forms

( v ~ ( x ~ ) v B ( x ~ ) v ~ ( x ~ ) ) = G ( x < x ~ x( 1~6)) ~ ~ ~ T ,
where
Y , 17, and fl are critical indices of percolation theory. At
p >p, a condensate appears:
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and the perturbation-theory diagram technique should include condensate lines. Their contribution to the self-energy
part is determined by the skeleton-diagram series in the figure. For x,, (6 the solid lines correspond to the function

Xz

X..

x,

Xz

( 15), and the scaling asymptotic form of the vertex is

i-1

where the three-point correlation function is defined in
( 16). It is not difficult to see that for x,, <{a contribution to
the self-energy part comes only from the first diagram,
which contains the smallest number of integrations over the
coordinates of condensate lines. For the spin correlator we
find the expression (8), where the functions G, and GI, for
x % { are equal to

Thus, the correlation function G, of the fluctuations of the
direction of S in the ordered phase falls off more rapidly with
distance than does the correlation function GI, of the fluctuations of the amplitude S. We emphasize an important difference between this behavior of the Potts model with discrete symmetry P, ,q+ 1, and the behavior of the model of an
isotropic ferromagnet with the continuous symmetry group
O ( n ) ,for which, for x <c, the correlation function of all the
fluctuations follows the same law.9
According to the hypothesis of scale invariance, lo over
distances x - c the mean square fluctuation of the spin S is
comparable to the equilibrium value of the spin:
This condition makes it possible to determine the coefficients of proportionality in ( 18). As a check on the scaling
formulas obtained, in them we set x equal to the minimum
scale a:
F

1,

GI,( a )zp.

This result is in agreement with the fact that, according to
the definition ( 1), we have

Over distances large in comparison with the correlation
length, the function GI, ( x ) falls off exponentially; this
asymptotic form was found in Ref. 4. We note that in this
case too GI, ( x ) decreases more slowly than G,(x). Finally,
in the Fourier representation for 2<d<6 we have

Ford = 6 (the upper critical dimensionality for percolation theory) the IC correlation function ( 19) coincides
831
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with the expression obtained in ( 12) in the framework of the
self-consistent field approximation (see also Ref. 4).

Thus, the idea of spontaneous symmetry breaking in
percolation systems" makes it possible to calculate the spatial characteristics of an IC. In polymer systems such an IC
corresponds to an infinite branched molecule-a gel. In
polymer concentrated polymer solutions (melts) the Ginzburg number rG characterizing the size of the region of
strong critical fluctuations (see, e.g., Refs. 12 and 4) is
small. Far from this region ( 171B rG) the correlation function GI, can be calculated in the self-consistent field approximation (12) (see also Ref. 4). We have shown that in this
approximation an IC looks like an aggregate of finite clusters, which are, in reality, parts of the IC. We note that essentially the same physical picture also applies in the description of the interior of a polymer globule, I' i.e., the condensed
state of a polymer chain. In the fluctuation region ( 17.1 5 7,)
the density-density correlation function of an IC is determined by the expression ( 19).
In systems that are far from incompressible, the density
fluctuations grow as the point of gel formation is approached. A field theory describing the general case of compressible polymer systems was constructed in Ref. 4. When
the density fluctuations are taken into account other vertices
besides r and /Z appear in the Lagrangian (14), and grow
rapidly under the action of renormalization-group transformations. These vertices can also be reproduced in the framework of the field formulation of the three-parameter Potts
model,14 the Hamiltonian of which is given by ( 2 ) with the
additional term
-

(x,x')

As shown in Ref. 14, this model describes the statistics of
finite percolation clusters-lattice animals. Thus, the density fluctuations take the polymer system out of the percolation regime and into the fluctuation regime of lattice animals.
We emphasize an important difference between this regime in polymer systems and the case of the Potts model
(20). Whereas in the Potts model it describes only large finite clusters, while the connectedness function and statistical
density fluctuations of the IC are controlled by the percolation regime, allowance for density fluctuations leads to the
result that the lattice-animal regime also describes the properties of the infinite network of a gel.
In the self-consistent field approximation the correlation function of a swollen gel was calculated in Ref. 11. It is
clear that this function will also have the same form in dilute
systems in the fluctuation regime of lattice animals over
scales that are large in comparison with the correlation
length { of the system. Thus, in polymer systems percolation
behavior can be observed only in a limited range of their
parameters.
An experimental study of the spatial characteristics of
an IC would be of great interest. In particular, the intensity
of light scattering and of Bragg scattering of neutrons by an
IC structure gives direct information about the correlation
function ( 19). A two-dimensional IC can be formed, e.g., as
a result of random breaking of bonds of a wire network. The
S. V. Panyukov
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properties of a three-dimensional IC can be studied by immersing into a liquid a porous material that was above the
percolation threshold. In the bulk of the sample the liquid
fills only the IC structure, and this makes it possible to distinguish the IC among the clusters of finite size. In polymer
systems this end is achieved by washing the finite molecules
out of the gel network.
The author expresses his gratitude to S. P. Obukhov for
a discussion of the results obtained.
ID. Stauffer, A. Coniglio, and M. Adam, Adv. Polym. Sci. 44, 103
( 1982).
*D. J. Thouless, Phys. Rep. 13, 93 (1974).
'A. Coniglio, Phys. Rev. Lett. 46, 250 (1981) .
4S. V. Panyukov, Zh. Eksp. Teor. Fiz. 88, 1795 (1985) Sov. Phys. JETP
61, 1065 (1985)l.

832

Sov. Phys. JETP 66 (4), October 1987

5C.M. Fortuin and P. W. Kasteleyn, Physica 57, 536 ( 1972).

6N. N. Bogolyubov, Preprint No. D-781, Joint Institute for Nuclear Research, Dubna ( 1961).
'T. C. Lubensky, Condensed Matter 111, Les Houches Summer School
11978).
-,
'R. K. P. Zia and D. J. Wallace, J. Phys. A 8, 1495 (1975).
9L. D. Landau and E. M. Lifshitz, Electrodynamics ofContinuous Media.
Pergamon Press, Oxford (1960) [ R U S ~originai,
.
GITTL, ~ o s c o w
(1957)l.
10 L. D. ~ a n d a uand E. M. Lifshitz, Statistical Physics, 3rd ed., Vol. 1,
Pergamon Press, Oxford (1980) Russ. original, Nauka, Moscow
(197611.
'IS. V. ~anyukov,Zh. Eksp. Teor. Fiz. 90, 169 (1986) Sov. Phys. JETP
63,96 (1986)l.
12P.G. de Gennes, J. Phys. (Paris) Lett. 38, L355 (1977).
I3I.M. Lifshitz, A. Yu. Grosberg, and A. R. Khokhlov, Preprint, Scientific Centre of Biological Research, Pushchino ( 1979).
I4A. B. Harris and T. C. Lubensky, Phys. Rev. B 23,3591 ( 1981).
\

-

~

Translated by P. J. Shepherd

S. V. Panyukov

832

